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Summary. On April 30 the United States and the World marked the 100th day in office of Donald Trump
as President of the United States. The first 100 days are considered as a key indicator of the fortunes for a new
President’s program. This article briefly reviews the 2016 campaign and election, the 11 week transition period,
his first 100 days, a brief examination of both American-Russian relations and Sino-American relations, and
lastly, what the future bodes for each under a Trump Presidency. The 100 Day period has been chaotic, shifting,
and at times incoherent. He has made 150 degree shifts toward many major issues, including Russia and China,
which has only confused numerous world leaders, including Presidents Putin and Xi. There has been a definite
disconnection between what Trump says about Russia, and what his advisors and cabinet officials say. So far
Trump has conducted a highly personalized and transactional foreign policy. All is up for negotiation at this a
huge turning point in American foreign policy, the greatest one since 1945. Given all the world’s instabilities
today, a rapprochement between the United States and Russia is a truly worthwhile objective, and should be
strongly pursued.
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* Om pedaxyuu.

B aTOM HOMepe MBI IIpeaIaraeM BHUMaHUIO yuTaTesel «MeXIyHapoaHO! aHaJIUTUKW» CTaThIO (Ha sI3bIKEe OPUTH-
HaJia) aMmepuKaHckoro uctopuka Maiikna Ilspa «Tpamn, Poccust u Kuraii: nepsbie 100 qHeii».

Maiikan Lsp, B HacTost1Iee BpeMsi ipodeccop (part-time) YHuBepcutera Makao, MHOTO paboTasi B pOCCUACKUX ap-
XuBax, Beictynaj B MockBe u Cankt-Ilerepoypre. [Ty0aukyemasi HUKe CTaThsl, TI0OE3HO MPEAOCTaABICHHAS aB-
TOPOM, OCHOBaHa Ha JoKJaJe, caeaaHHoM UM B arrpesie 2017 1. B moconbeTBe Poccniickoit @enepaumu B TaunaHe.

B cdhepy Hayunsix untepecon Llapa Bxoqut ncropus nonutuku Poccuiickoit umnepun/Coserckoro Coro3a/Poc-
cuiickoit denepanny B oTHOIIeHU Y niepudepun Kutas — To ecTh, ipexae Bcero, [onkonra, Makao u TaliBaHs,
XOTSI OH 3aHMMAJICSI M MOJMTUYECKON MCTOpHEil 3amaaHbIX yacTeil 3Toit nepudepuun'. Bce 3TH peruoHbl 06be-
NUHSET TO, YTO B HUX CTAJIKUBAJIUCh UHTepechl Poccun u apyrux aepxas, IPOBOAUBIINX, B OCOOEHHOCTHU B TOT
MepUuo, Koraa cyobeKTHOCTh KUTACKOTO TocyAapcTBa Oblia ociabieHa, CBOU BEPCUU «KUTANCKON MOJTUTUKU».
Ee paznuuyHbIM 3Tamam u ann3onam nocssiieHa Kaura Llspa «[me crankuBanuch MIepun», OmyoJIMKOBaHHAS
B2007 1.2

' CMm., HaipuMep, ero cratbio: Share M. The Russian Civil War in Chinese Turkestan (Xinjiang), 1918—1921: A Little
Known and Explored Front // Europe-Asia Studies, Vol. 62 (2010), No. 3, p. 389—420. URL: http://sites.bu.edu/
revolutionaryrussia/files/2013/09/Russian-Civil-War-in-Xinjiang.pdf

2 Share M. B. Where Empires Collided: Russian and Soviet Relations with Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macao. — Hong
Kong: The Chinese University Press, 2007.
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JlaBHUT MHTEpeC aBTOpa K «B3anMooTHomeHussM Poccuu u 3amana Ha BocToke» peanu3syeTrcs B Hell TPUMEHUTEb-
HO K COOBITUSIM HOBEHIIIEY NICTOPUY U TIPEXKIe BCETO K TIePBBIM BHEIITHETIOTUTUYECKUM 11aram nipe3unaeHta CLIA
J1. Tpammna Ha ¢oHe pocta moryiectBa KHP.

Paszymeercs, amHaMuKa COBPEMEHHON MUPOBOI MONUTUKU U TeM Oojiee He CIAUIIKOM YCTOSIBLIEHCS MOJUTUKU
HoBoro mpe3uneHTa CIIA TakoBa, 4TO OCYIIECTBISITh €€ ONEepaTUBHBII MOHUTOPUHT HA CTPAaHUIIAX XypHaja
C eXeKBapTaJbHOU MePUOANIHOCTHIO HEBO3MOXHO. OMHAKO caMa 1Mo cebe HEOXKMAAHHOCTb TOBOPOTOB TOM IMO-
JIUTUKY eJIaeT MOMBITKY UX OLEHKU U TPAKTOBKM Ha KOHKPETHBIX BpEMEHHBIX cpe3ax (2 MMEeHHO TaKas OlleHKa
U TPAKTOBKA, KOHEYHO, CYObEKTUBHASI U HE OTMEHSIOIIAsi MHOTUX IPYTUX aJbTEPHATUBHBIX B3TJISA0B HA OTHO-
meHus B Tpeyroabauke CLLA — Poccust — Kurait, u mpennoxena Maiikiaom Lapom 1o ciiydaro TpaaulilMOHHOTO
CTOIHEBHOTO pyOexka HOBOrO aMepPUKAaHCKOTO MPE3neHTa) MPeNCTaBISIONUMUA HECOMHEHHBIII MHTEPEC C TOUYKU
3peHust GuKcauny pa3BUBAIOLIEIICs Y HAC HA T1a3aX MOJIUTUYECKON UCTOPUH.

30 marked the 100th day since Donald J. Trump was inaugurated President of the United States. Fol-
lowing one of the greatest upsets in US political history, Donald Trump was elected last November in a
race many, hitherto reliable polling agencies, thought Hilary Clinton was certain to win. One, Huffington
Post declared she was 99 % certain to be elected'. While Democrat Hilary Clinton took the popular vote by
almost a three million-vote margin, Trump took a majority in the Electoral College, which is the decisive
factor in the US Presidential election.

Traditionally the first 100 days of a new President is considered a key indicator of the fortunes for the
President’s program. In this paper the author will briefly review the campaign and election, Trump’s first
100 days, a brief examination of both American-Russian relations and American-Chinese relations, and
lastly, what the future bodes for each under a Trump Presidency.

The American campaign for President, first for nomination, and then for election, was unprecedented
in its personal intensity, and in the views expressed by all sides. While former Secretary of State Hilary
Clinton took the Democratic Party nomination as predicted, her race to the nomination was not the easy
path that had been forecast. She faced strong competition from a hitherto little-known Democratic So-
cialist, septuagenarian US Senator from a small state, Bernie Sanders. That race, not settled until a month
before the nominating Convention, should have foreshadowed that she would not have the smooth path
toward victory, which she and her campaign advisors thought. The Republican nomination started with
an unprecedented number of candidates. At one point, 17 people sought the Party’s nomination, which
became a bitterly and deeply personal contested race. Out of the slugfest, Donald Trump, a New York City
property developer, billionaire, and television celebrity, with no prior experience in government or military
service, emerged as the Republican candidate, only weeks prior to his party’s nominating Convention.

The Clinton-Trump race reached an intensity not seen in modern US political history. While policy
differences were stark, personal issues took precedence. Trump campaign people claimed Clinton through
her misuse of her e-mail server, and allegedly causing the deaths of the American Ambassador and his
three bodyguards in Benghazi, Libya, was a criminal as crowds at Trump’s campaign-rallies shouted:
“Lock her up”. Clinton campaign people declared that Trump was a narcissist, racist, sexist, anti-Islamic,
anti-Hispanic, etc. as a video surfaced in October of Trump bragging about his sexual conquests. The Di-
rector of the FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation) intervened in the election by sending two letters again
in October declaring, first, there was an FBI investigation into possible Clinton law breaking, and then
that there was not. His unprecedented intervention likely kept thousands of Clinton voters home, perhaps
costing her the election. The personal and vicious attacks by both sides made most people wish the election
was over, as dislikes regarding each candidate exceeded 50 %, again, another unprecedented fact about this
remarkable Presidential election?.

Almost all political pundits in each political party were convinced Hilary Clinton would be elected
President on November 8. Thus, when the impossible happened, and Trump won, albeit by a narrow mar-
gin, people on all sides were stunned in the greatest upset in Presidential history since the 1948 Truman
victory over Dewey. It was a huge repudiation of Clinton, and in fact, the Democratic Party establishment.
Trump won by appealing to working class white people, living in the American South and upper mid-West
states, who have felt left out in the world-wide drive for Globalization, as well as a reaction against former

! Huffington Post. November 7, 2016. URL: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/ polls-hillary-clinton-win_
us_5821074ce4b0e80b02cc2a94

2Ibidem.
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President Obama and the so-called Washington Establishment by many Americans. Furthermore, Hilary
Clinton ran a bad campaign, taking states, and regions, and voters for granted, and exhibited arrogance
that this was her turn for the Presidency. Clinton never reached out to millions of voters, who felt ne-
glected. Her close ties to Wall Street bankers and investors, and the huge sums she received for speeches
to crowds of wealthy people convinced many she did not know the problems of ordinary Americans.
The election showed the country is divided between rural and urban areas, with Clinton taking both the
liberal and cosmopolitan East and West Coasts, and numerous cities in between, and Trump the rest of
the country?.

The transition period, from the November 8, until the inauguration on January 20, almost 11 weeks,
proved just as tumultuous. Donald Trump appointed a far-right wing and controversial cabinet and ad-
visory team, several of who pledged to destroy the agencies they now headed. Approving many of these
appointees has proved very slow and complicated, as the Democrats have contested most nominees.
One especially controversial choice was Trump’s selection of General Michael Flynn as his National
Security Advisor. Trump engaged in twitter wars against numerous people and organizations, which
caused figures in both political parties to question his judgment and temperament. Trump reiterated his
promises to build a “tall and beautiful” wall along the US-Mexican border, curb immigration, deport
undocumented migrants, particularly those guilty of crimes, end the admission of all Syrian refugees,
reenact high tariff barriers, particularly against Mexico and China, end the Trans-Pacific Partnership
Agreement, renegotiate the NAFTA and possibly NATO treaties in what he said would be an “America
First” agenda.

On January 20, Donald Trump was inaugurated the 45th President of the United States, delivering a
short, nationalistic, and fiery Inaugural Address warning that American wealth had been “ripped from
homes and redistributed around the world”, and that now was the time to put “America first”. Thousands
of people took part in anti-Trump protests in Washington, DC, and across America*. Those protests con-
tinued the next day with a millions strong Women’s march in cities across the United States, and indeed in
a number of world capitals. In his first three months as President, Donald Trump has tried to carry out a
number of his campaign promises:

1. He said he would start building a 40-foot (13 meter) wall all along the Mexican border. He has
requested a billion dollars from Congress to begin construction. Mexico has reiterated it will
not pay one penny toward this wall.

2. Trump said he would end “illegal immigration and suspend immigration from terror problem
regions”—basically Moslem countries. Twice Trump tried to enact strict curbs on immigration
or visits from 6 or 7 largely Moslem countries in the Middle East and North Africa. Twice his
executive orders have been tied up in the courts through challenges by states, most recently
Hawaii’.

3. He has said he would deport illegal immigrants already in the US, and tighten border security.
Deportation of illegal immigrants, including children who have lived most of their lives in the
US, has been stepped up. He has requested in his upcoming budget funds for a larger border
force, as well as more judges to head deportation court hearings.

4. Trump vowed to “repeal and replace” “Obamacare”, a health plan enacted under his
predecessor. Trump’s healthcare plan, essentially designed and pushed by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, Paul Ryan, had to be withdrawn before facing certain rejection, due
to its provisions, which would cost some 16 million people their insurance, and raise premiums
on older, poorer, and more rural Americans, all largely Trump voters. This was a humiliating
defeat for Trump, one that has weakened him politically. Only this week on the eve of his 100th
day was a new attempt to resurrect Ryan’s health plan rejected once again by Republicans in the
House of Representatives®.

5. Trump pledged to nominate a staunch Conservative to the Supreme Court to fill a vacancy
created by the death of Antonio Scalia, over one year ago. Trump nominated a very qualified
and distinguished young Conservative, Neil Gorsuch, who was approved by the US Senate on

3 Politico.com. November 15, 2016. URL: http://www.politico.com/magazine/tag/ 2016/2

4 Politico.com. Trump’s Inaugural Address Annotated. January 20, 2017. URL: http:// www. politico.com/story/2017/01/2017-
trump-inaugural-address-what-he-said-what-he-meant-233926

3 Politico.com. Hawaii Federal Judge sets Hearing on Blocking New Trump Travel Ban March 8, 2017. URL: http://www.politico.
com/story/2017/03/hawaii-federal-hearing-trump-travel-ban-235833

¢ Huffington Post. April 27, 2017. URL: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/news-roundup-for-april-27-2017_
us_590219d0e4b0768c2682¢3bc
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April 7 following a Democratic Party filibuster, crushed only when the Republicans changed
the Senate rules allowing a simple majority vote, instead of the previous 60 vote number in the
100 seat Senate’.

6. Trump has vowed to defeat and destroy ISIS, the major terrorist organization. Trump has stepped
up his bombing campaigns in Syria, Yemen, and Iraq, as well as deploying small numbers of
combat troops in Syria. ISIS, while weakened, is still powerful. Trump has promised to work
with Russia and other countries in fighting and defeating ISIS. That, too, has not happened due
to both domestic and foreign factors. Those factors included the firing of his National Security
Advisor, Gen. Michael Flynn, for lying to the Vice President Mike Pence about his ties to foreign
governments, including Russia and Turkey. Then, in a reversal of previous policy statements on
Syria, and in reaction to a horrific sarin chemical attack, Trump on April 7 launched a cruise
missile attack on a Syrian government air base causing extensive damage, infuriating Russia,
one of Assad’s main supporters. Russia’s Foreign Ministry characterized the attack as an act
of aggression that would have grave consequences. The world waits to see what Trump will do
next in Syria and the entire Middle East. It is easy to get into a war, but much harder to get out.
His policy, or lack of policy, in the Middle East is contradictory. Will Donald Trump reduce
worldwide commitments in his “America First” policy, or will he expand them as Republican
neo-Conservatives, who seem to be playing a greater role, wish? We simply don’t know.

7. Trump has promised to renegotiate or abandon several trading blocs, including the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP), NAFTA (North America Free Trade Association), and renegotiate bilateral
treaties with Japan, China, Mexico and other countries whom Trump believes are taking
advantage of the US. Trump did abandon the TPP, and will likely renegotiate several bilateral
treaties. Trump met Xi Jinping, President of China, on April 6-8, and possible, new American
tariffs came up for discussion. Trump recently abandoned yet another campaign call that China
was a “currency manipulator”. Following telephone calls with the Presidents of Mexico and
Canada, Trump quietly abandoned his long trumpeted plans to leave NAFTAS®.

8. Trump said he will “cancel job-killing restrictions on the production of American energy”,
including natural gas, oil and coal; although many have pointed out that there will be no new
jobs in coal, as its decline is due more to market forces than to regulations. He also promised to
withdraw from the Paris Agreement on Climate change enacted last year. Trump is cancelling
quickly restrictions on oil and coal production, and has appointed “climate change deniers” to
key positions, including the head of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Trump has
approved the Keystone Oil pipeline project running from Canada through the United States,
a plan Obama stopped.

9. Trump promised to “drain the swamp” of Washington political establishment figures, focusing
his anger on lobbyists. Yet Trump has admitted his team is full of Washington insiders’.

Trump’s record at the end of this three month period, at best is a mixed one, at worst chaotic, contra-
dictory, and incoherent. This record is partly the result of Washington’s increasing absorption into the
claim that the Russian government meddled and perhaps tilted the US election in favor of Donald Trump.

Increasingly, as his Presidency goes into his fourth month, Donald Trump and a number of top admin-
istration, and former administration and campaign officials have been bogged down by questions about his
campaign’s potential ties to Russia, as well as Moscow’s alleged role in hacking the Democratic National
Committee (DNC), and a number of top-level Clinton campaign officials. Recently, it also emerged that
a number of these Trump officials and former officials, including Gen. Flynn, Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions, and son-in-law and senior advisor Jared Kushner met with Russian Ambassador Sergei Kislyak. The
alleged purpose was to damage Clinton and boost Trump’s bid for election. Paul Manafort, Trump’s cam-
paign manager, resigned last August after questions arose about his ties to Russia, and in particular, with
the deposed Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych. Sessions rescued himself in early March from any
investigation into Trump associates’ contacts with Russia. Flynn was fired for misleading Pence. Those
are the facts. In this ever-increasing scandal that is taking more and more of this very new administration’s
time and energy, there is a lot of smoke, but little real fire. Whether this will be a “cancer growing on the

7 Politico.com. April 7, 2017 URL: http://www.politico.com/blogs/donald-trump-administration/2017/04/trump-schedule-today-
white-house-236993

8 Huffington Post. April 27, 2017. URL: http://www.politico.com/story/2017/04/27/ trump-schedule-today-white-house-237683

Politico.com. Trump Winning GOP Converts with Cabinet Picks, December 10,2016. UR L:http://www.politico.com/story/2016/12/
trump-cabinet-picks-gop-converts-232450
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body of the Presidency”, as Watergate was described over 40 years ago, remains to be seen'’.
Let me comment now on some of these allegations, and then on their implications for American-Rus-
sian relations.

1. Trump has lavished praise on President Putin. He has said that Putin is a strong leader, very
smart, and declared it would be good to cooperate with Russia. All are true statements. All, in
fact, pale in comparison with what Franklin Roosevelt said about “Uncle Joe” Stalin, Nixon
about Brezhnev, and Bill Clinton about Yeltsin. The American media, print, television, and
internet sites have demonized Putin in a way that I do not remember since the United States
demonized Khrushchev over a half century ago. Even that, such as Khrushchev’s banging his
shoes on the table at the UN in 1960, was done in a more mocking tone than the current hatred
I see day and night against the Russian leader, calling him a murderer and thug, almost an agent
of Satan, who is out to destroy the United States, the West, and the entire post-World War 11
settlement.

2. Trump and his associates have had business dealings with Russian oligarchs. Yes, but so have
many other American corporations, such as General Electric, Morgan Stanley, Starbucks, and
McDonalds'.

3. There is no factual evidence presented, as of yet, that Putin ordered the hacking of the Democratic
National Committee (DNC), or an actual Kremlin operation on Trump’s behalf.

4. Gen. Michael Flynn, Paul Manafort, Attorney General Sessions, Jared Kushner, Carter Page,
etc. have met with Russian officials, including the Ambassador, prior to them taking current
office. So what? What is wrong with meeting and talking with Russian officials? Obama’s
Russian advisor and Ambassador Michael McFaul visited Moscow in 2008 for talks with
Russian officials'?. To this author it smacks of 1950s McCarthyism when people were denounced
as Communists for meeting Soviet officials. Some of those people, from various occupations,
lost their jobs and even went to prison, their lives destroyed forever.

What does this scandal mean for American-Russian relations? What is the current state of relations be-
tween these two great states? We must remember, that these two issues: Alleged Russian interference with
the US election, and improving American-Russian relations are separate. Unlike China, Russia is not an
emerging peer competitor to the United States. Russia is a regional power struggling to retain part of its for-
mer sphere of influence. Russia could be, and should be an ally of the United States in the fight against inter-
national terrorism and Islamic extremism'3. Recently so-called “lone-wolf” terrorists have attacked London,
Stockholm, and St. Petersburg. Having good relations with Iran, Russia could act as a mediator between
the two countries, should the Trump administration want better relations'*. Russia, the United States, and
indeed the world seek a non-nuclear armed Iran. A third area of cooperation would be working with Rus-
sia’s ally China, as well as Japan and South Korea, to curb North Korean nuclear ambitions. Fourth, there
can be no settlement of the Syrian Civil War, and the future of Syria, without the cooperation of the United
States and Russia. Each country is crucial in reaching a lasting peace agreement. Unilateral actions by either
country will not help the path toward critical negotiations as the war enters its sixth year with some 500,000
deaths, and millions of refugees and injured civilians. There are thus several areas where American-Russian
cooperation would ease international tensions, and where the two countries have mutual goals. Perhaps the
reader can think of other trouble spots, such as climate change.

The fact is recent American policy in the former Soviet Union has been a failure. The United States
and NATO did not fight and will not fight for Georgia, or the Ukraine'>. Neither country will be admitted
into either NATO, or the EU. Syria has also been a failure for the United States and its allies, as they do
not have a coherent or consistent policy there. They cannot decide between unseating President Bashar
Assad, or wanting to contain the Jihadists, who want to destroy him. Regarding the future of the Ukraine,
both can work toward implementing the Minsk Accord agreement of February 2016. A compromise would

19 Brainyquote.com. John Dean. “I began by telling the President that there was a cancer growing on the Presidency and that if the
cancer was not removed the President himself would be killed by it.” URL: http://www.quotes.net/quote/6227

' Cohen S. F. Why We Must Oppose the Kremlin Baiting Against Trump // Nation. February 22, 2017. URL: https://www.thenation.
com/article/why-we-must-oppose-the-kremlin-baiting-against-trump,/

12 Ibidem.

13 Lieven A. Why Trump is Right on Russia // International New York Times,February 14, 2017, p. 17. URL: https://www.nytimes.
com/2017/02/14/opinion/why-trump-is-right-on-russia.html (Pyc. nep.: Jluen Anatosb. [Touemy Tpamn npaB B oTHoieHuu Poc-
cunu. URL: http://inosmi.ru/politic/20170215/238733176.html)

4 Ibidem.
15 Ibidem.
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likely include a demilitarization of the Eastern Ukraine, provides full autonomy for the region, and hav-
ing the truce secured through United Nations peacekeepers. Russian annexation of the Crimea should be
accepted'. The fact is that Russia will not give it up short of a loss in a war. America and Europe should
recognize that fact, and end sanctions.

Russia’s actions in these matters may be questionable; but are overwhelmingly reactive to what the West
has done. Here I refer to the “March East” that NATO and the EU have conducted in Eastern Europe
and the former Soviet Union since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. When Gorbachev and US
Secretary of State James Baker met in February 1990 to end the Cold War, and discussed the reunification
of Germany, they agreed unofficially that there would be no eastward march of NATO. Specifically Baker
assured Gorbachev that if Soviet forces withdrew from Eastern Europe, NATO would not move in to re-
place them. Baker told Gorbachev: “Not even one inch”. German Chancellor Helmut Kohl gave similar
assurances [1]. Those oral pledges have long been violated. The West fails to understand the unique and
supreme historic, ethnic, cultural, and strategic importance the Ukraine holds for Russia’’. While Russia
is not happy at the West’s violations of its oral agreements, and stationing airplanes and troops in the three
Baltic republics, Russia has no territorial interest there, and will not intervene in the Baltic region.

China may be a sticking point. China and the United States have enjoyed nearly 40 years of relatively
stable diplomatic relations. It is the most crucial relationship in the world today'®. One specialist drawing
from history noted that when a defending global power faces a challenge to its supremacy by a rising power,
as Britain did one hundred years ago from Germany, war often results'’. We are now commemorating the
100th anniversary of World War I. Tensions have flared from time-to-time between China and the United
States. The pro-democracy protests in Tiananmen Square in spring 1989, the deployment of an American
aircraft carrier in the Taiwan Strait in 1996, and the American bombing of China’s Belgrade embassy in
1999 were some of the biggest tests, but these tensions proved manageable. Since taking office, Trump has
pulled back from the hardline language he used during and immediately after the Presidential campaign
last year, when he threatened to label China a “currency manipulator”, raise tariffs by 45 % on Chinese
imports, which would likely cause a trade war, and militarily stop China re-provisioning its bases in the
South China Sea. On April 6 to 8, Xi Jinping and Donald Trump met at Trump’s “Southern White House”
in Mar-a-Lago, Florida, a summit both recognize would be a “very difficult one”. They discussed numer-
ous issues, including Syria, North Korea, trade, the South China Sea, and America’s role in East Asia.
This summit could well determine the relationship between the two great powers for the next four years.
The summit conference went better than expected?. Trump dropped his anti-China rhetoric, accepted
an invitation to visit China, and both sides agreed to tackle trade imbalances, and bilateral relations were
stabilized. Yet few agreements were signed, and a deep gap still exists between the two powers regarding the
Korean peninsula. As experts noted, the Syrian bombing during the midst of talks distracted the Trump
team and American media. The Americans may seek to use Russia to get compromises from China, but
Russia will not play along.

Russia has defended what it regards as her vital national interests. Russia opposed the American inva-
sion, and war in Iraq in 2003, opposed the overthrow of Col. el-Gaddafi in Libya in 2011, and currently,
opposes any overthrow of Assad in Syria. In Russia’s eyes, all have led to chaos and jihad. Given all the
world’s instability, a rapprochement between Russia and the United States is a truly worthwhile objec-
tive?!. It has a great capacity to relieve tensions, combat poverty, and save lives. However, the issue of a
Russian-American rapprochement within the current political climate in the United States has become so
toxic that the two Presidents cannot schedule any meeting or talk. The author leaves you with the question:
Why not talk? We talked during the darkest days of the Cold War. What is different about today? While the
writer does not agree that relations between Russia and the United States are at “an all-time low”, rela-
tions are at its lowest level since 1973, when the two nations almost went to a nuclear conflagration during
the Israeli-Arab War that year. Therefore, it is in the interest of both countries, and indeed the world, for
relations to improve between these two great states. As we commemorate the 150th anniversary of the sale
of Alaska to the United States in 1867, we should remember that sale was recognition for Russian support

16 Ibidem.
7 Lieven A. Why Trump is Right... p. 17.
'8 Ibidem.

YCNN. Fareed Zakharia GPS. March 20, 2017. URL: http://podcast.cnn.com/fareed-zakaria-gps/episode/
all/3m0KewVpkR%3Ca%?20class

20 Politico.com. April 8, 2017

2 Jenkins S. 1f Trump’s Goal is Friendship with Russia, it’s a Prize Worth Lying For // The Guardian. 03.03.2017. URL: https://www.
theguardian.com/commentisfree/ 2017/ mar/03/lies-russia-trump-obama
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of the North in its struggle against the South during the American Civil War, and American appreciation
for that support.

At the end of Donald Trump’s three months in office we can say that the 100 day period has been chaot-
ic, shifting, and at times incoherent. There is a definite disconnect between what Trump says about Russia
and what his advisors and cabinet officials say. Here the writer would include very tough recent comments
by the Secretary of Defense James Mattis, UN Ambassador Nikki Haley, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson,
and his new National Security Advisor Admiral McMaster. It seems that to achieve an “America First”
foreign policy, Trump will conduct a highly personalized and transactional foreign policy. Nothing is
accepted: be it old alliances, treaties, friendships, and hatreds. All is up for negotiation in a huge break
in American foreign policy from what has been a bipartisan world vision approach since the end of World
War I1. Trump has taken foreign policy to its most realpolitik moment in generations, playing down issues
of human rights or democracy that animated his predecessors for the past 40 years. His “America First”
approach focuses not on how other nations treat their people, but on what they can do for the United States.

But as noted a bit earlier, even that bedrock from his Presidential campaign, “America First”, was
challenged as US missiles hit a Syrian air base, an action Republican neo-Conservatives, who favored
intervention in the Iraq War and elsewhere in the Middle East, cheered. Furthermore, this foreign affairs
novice President at his news conference on April 12 reversed himself 180 degrees on NATO — “no longer
obsolete”, China—no longer a “currency manipulator”, and Syria — “Assad is a butcher”. Never has an
American President reversed himself so quickly on so many issues at one time??. The only consistent fea-
ture, the author would say, is that Trump did not personally criticize Putin, leaving a slim sliver of hope
for future American-Russian relations. Given all the world’s instabilities today — Syria, Korea, the South
China Sea, floods of migrants and refugees, the Ukraine— a rapprochement between America and Russia
is a truly worthwhile objective. Its capacity to relieve tensions, relieve resources, combat poverty, and save
lives is colossal.

Tpamn, Poccus n Kutan: nepsble 100 aHen

Maikn Wap, npodeccop, nenapTtaMeHT UCTOPUM,
YHusepcutet Makao. Makao, KHP.

Annomayusa. 30 anpeas 2017 e. Coedunennvie Illmamot u mup ommemuau 100 Oneil npebviganus
Jlonanvoa Tpamna na nocmy npesudenma CIIA. Ilepsvie 100 npunsmo paccmampueams KaK 0CHOBHOI
nokaszamenv moeo, Kakoi 6ydem 0ydyuasn npe3udenmckas npoepamma. B cmamoe kpamio obcyscoaemes
npedevlOOpHAs KAMNAHUS U npe3udenmckue 6bt00opbl 2016 2. u 11-nedenvHblil nepexodublii nepuod; eKkpamue
PaccmMampugarmes amepukaHo-poccuiickue U KumaicKko-amepuKkanckKue OmHOuleHus U, HAKoHey, Uux
nepcnekmugnl 6 nepuod npezudenmcemea Tpamna. Jeiicmeus amepukancKko2o npe3udeHma 6 meveHue
npoweduux 100 Oneil 6biAU XAOMUUHBIMU, UBMEHUUBLIMU U NOPOI0 Henocaedosamenvhuimu. On nHa 180
2padycos mMeHsn ceou no0xo0bl K 8adCHeluUM npodremam, ekaouas omuouenus ¢ Poccueii u Kumaem, umo
MOAbKO 03A0a4UeaN0 MHOUX MUPOBHIX AUdepos, exatouas npesudenma Ilymuna u npedcedamens Cu. To,
umo eo6opu u eogopum o Poccuu Tpamn, cuavho omauvaemcs om moeo, ¥mo 2080pUAU U 2080PAM 0 Hell e20
cosemHuuky u uaeHvl Kabunema. Iloka umo Tpamn nposodum é 6biCOKO0I cmeneHu nepcoHaIU3UPOBAHHYIO
u donyckarouyio ecaveckue coeaku noaumuky. Ipedmemom nepe2o6opos modxcem Obimb 6ce, U IMO CAMbLIL
3HauumenwvHulil ¢ 1945 e. nepesom 6 amepuxkarnckoi enewneil noaumuke. C yuemom ecex HecmabuabHocmei
ceeoonsauHneeo mupa coauxcenue mexcdy Coedunennvimu IlImamamu u Poccueii seasemcs eoucmuny
cmosuell moeo yeavto, U My yeab HA0AeHCUM AKMUBHO NPecaed08amb.

Karoueevte caosa: Jlonarvd Tpamn, nepevie 100 Oueii npesudenmckas kamnauus 2016 e., enewnss
NOAUMUKA, POCCULICKO-AMEPUKAHCKUEe OMHOWeHUs, aAMepuKaHo-Kumaiickue omuouwenus, B.B. IlymuHn,
Cu 1[3unbnun, poccuiicko-amepuxkanckKoe coauicenue.
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